
Children Tested for Lead Poisoning, 2002

Lead-based paint often found in

old homes poses a threat to

children’s healthy development if

they breathe or ingest lead dust.

Illinois law requires children to be

assessed for lead poisoning at

least once before they begin

school, although screening is

highly recommended between

ages 1 and 2. Communities with

the highest rates of childhood lead

screenings are largely scattered

on the South Side.

Source: Chicago Department of Public Health
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Children with High Blood Lead Levels, 2002

Lead poisoning can have a

severe effect on children’s

developing brains: learning

disabilities, behavioral problems,

lowered intelligence, stunted

growth and hearing loss. Neigh-

borhoods on Chicago’s West and

South sides have the greatest

prevalence of children with

elevated levels of lead in their

blood. Those neighborhoods are

most affected because the

housing tends to be deteriorated.

Source: Chicago Department of Public Health


